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Join us for our 2026 Women’s Retreat, “For Such A Time As This.”

The Retreat’s theme was inspired by Esther 4:14 — “Who knows? Perhaps you
have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.” These words, spoken by
Mordecai to Queen Esther, resonate deeply within the narrative of the Book of
Esther, where they saw that God had placed them in their positions for a
purpose, so they seized the moment and acted.

This was no ordinary moment, and this Retreat will be no ordinary event. Just
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He is the God of Our Hope

As | examine the word “hope” in The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, it explains that in the
Old Testament, hope signifies safety, security, and trust. In the New Testament, it
represents an expectation of good, joyful, and contented expectation of eternal salvation.

Given all that is happening in our government and economy today, it is clear we need
the God of hope more than ever. There is no one else we can truly depend on. So many
people face depression, anxiety, and a growing disrespect for one another. If you have
driven on the highway recently, you know how intimidating it can be; | don't even want
to get on the Beltway. But because of my hope in God, | still get out there. This everyday
challenge reminds me that hope is not just a concept but a source of strength in difficult
moments. Nothing in this world is truly secure except the hope we have in the God who
saves, protects, leads, and delivers us. That is where our hope should rest.

As | am writing this, | would like to share my personal experience.
£ .}:. My husband no longer works; he does not have a retirement plan,
A ﬁg}" & except for Social Security, which we are grateful. Our income has
Igpe. © changed drastically, but God continues to provide for us. | have had
to cut back on some of the things | used to do, but | am okay. God

is providing in ways | never expected.

For example, | had hip replacement surgery this summer, which meant | could not work
my usual summer job. During my recovery, a friend felt led to give me a certain amount
of money each month that | was unable to work. This unexpected help reminded me that
support can come from places | never anticipated. God really does provide, and He is
our hope.

The word hope appears in the Bible over 143 times in the New King James version. Here
are a few scriptures to stand on:

e |saiah 40:31, “but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar
on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.”

e Michah 7:7, “But as for me, | watch in hope for the LORD, | wait for God my Savior; my
God will hear me.”

¢ Romans 15:13, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him,
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

e Psalm 33:18, “Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, On those who hope
in His mercy,”

e Psalm 119:114, “You are my hiding place and my shield; | hope in Your word.”

o Hebrews 10:23, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He
who promised is faithful.”

My grandma used to sing a song around the house called “My Hope is Built on Nothing
Less.” This song reminds me that true hope is found in Christ, just as my grandma
believed. If you don’t know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, | encourage you to
turn to page 8 and read the Romans Road. If you believe in your heart what you read,
along with acknowledging the prayer, you can be saved.

——

WE“HAVE THIS

Linda Gary HOPE AS AN

DOHM, President

ANCHOR FOR OUR
SOUL.-

HEBREWS 6:19

My hope is built on
nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood
and righteousness

| dare not trust the
sweetest frame
But wholly lean on
Jesus’ name

On Christ the solid
rock | stand

All other ground is
sinking sand

When darkness veils
his lovely face
| rest on His
unchanging grace

In every high and
stormy gale
My anchor holds
within the veil

His oath, his
covenant, his blood
Supports me in the

whelming flood

When all around my
soul gives way
He then is all my
hope and stay

On Christ the solid
rock | stand

All other ground is
sinking sand
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Cratitude is the anchor
that keeps you grounded
in the'sea of life's

uncertainties.

A Thankful Heart: Your Anchor in the Storm

Life often feels overwhelming with its constant challenges and heavy news. Yet,
in the middle of it all, God offers us peace through a simple but powerful
practice: gratitude. The Apostle Paul reminds us in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, "Give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus."

God does not ask us to be thankful for our struggles, but to be thankful while
we are in them. He welcomes our honesty, our tears, and our fears, just as
David poured out his heart in the Psalms. When we cast our cares on Him (1
Peter 5:7), we exchange our heavy burdens for His sustaining strength.

Imagine you are carrying a backpack filled with heavy stones — stones of worry,
fear, and responsibility. Each time you give your concerns to God, you are
handing Him those stones and allowing Him to carry what you cannot. Gratitude
is the discipline that shifts our eyes from the storm to the Savior who calms it.

Practical Ways to Cultivate Gratitude:
—4 Gratitude List: Write down three things each night you are thankful for,

=EZ| no matter how small. This simple act retrains your mind to look for the
good.

“Thank You” Prayers: Begin prayer by thanking God before making
requests. This shifts your focus from what you lack to the abundance
you already have in Him.

Sanctuary of Stiliness: Take five quiet minutes daily to rest in God’s
presence with a thankful heart. Take a few deep breaths and focus on
the truth of His presence. In that stillness, whisper a prayer of thanks
for His steadfast love and for the peace that only He can provide.

Gratitude does not silence life’s storms, but it anchors us to the One who never
lets us go. As we learn to thank Him in all circumstances, His peace will guard
our hearts and minds in Christ.

Colossians 3:15 (NIV)
“L et the peace of Christ rule in your hearts... And be thankful.”

Tomiko Hankerson
DOHM, Vice President & Administrator

Ancharedin Th
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When God Calls, Courage Answers

“And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for
such a time as this?” — Esther 4:14

There comes a moment in every believer’s life when God'’s call interrupts comfort. For
Esther, that moment came in the palace, a place of privilege and safety. She had
hidden her identity, quietly living within the walls of royalty while her people faced
destruction. Then came Mordecai's message, a challenge wrapped in truth and
urgency letting her know that she was there for a purpose, and this was her moment
to act.

In the same way, we are not where we are by accident. Every role, relationship, and
season is part of a greater design. Sometimes God’s hand will position us in visible
influences, other times in quiet faithfulness, but always with a purpose.

Esther’s initial response was fear. Approaching the king uninvited could mean death.
Her hesitation is understandable. Courage, after all, does not mean living without fear,
it means moving forward in faith despite fear. Esther’s courage was not born from self-
confidence, but from trust in God’s providence. This is where we often find ourselves.
God calls us into moments that stretch us beyond what feels comfortable or safe. It
may be standing up for truth, offering forgiveness, sharing our faith, or stepping into
an unfamiliar calling. In each case, courage is not about our strength but about relying
on God’s strength.

When Esther chose to act, her obedience changed the course of history. Her courage
preserved an entire people. Our decisions may not seem as dramatic, but they, too,
have ripple effects. Every time we choose faith over fear, we create space for God’'s
light to shine. Our courage can strengthen families, encourage communities, and
inspire others to rise up in their own callings.

We live in challenging times that are uncertain and divided. And yet, it is into this very
moment that God calls us. Just as Esther was placed in her royal position, you and |
are placed here and now for a reason. Your workplace, your neighborhood, your
church, your family; they are your “palace,” your place of influence. You have been
given gifts, relationships, and opportunities that equip you to make a difference. The
question is not whether you are called, but whether you will step into the call with
courage.

How do you live out this kind of courage?

¢ Remember your placement: You are where you are because God put you there.

e Rely on God’s strength: Courage flows not from self-reliance, but from trust in
God.

e Recognize the ripple effect: Your faithful steps encourage others and creates a
lasting impact.

e Respond to the call: Say “yes” to God, even when fear whispers “no.”

Like Esther, we are invited to rise with faith and courage, knowing that God is our
strength and our moment is now. Who knows but that you, too, have been positioned
for such a time as this? When God calls, will you have the courage to answer?

Linda Price-Smith
DOHM, Newsletter Editor

STRING
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Be
STRONG

LORD_YOUR GOD
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WITH YOU.
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D,ewt.erw/rw/mﬁ 31:6 sennsens

BE STRONG
and|0f:a1g00d courage;

OTAFRAID)
neither be thou dismayed: for
THELORD

THY

whithersoever
thou goest.
Joshua 1:9KJV




For Such A Time: Thankful, Hopeful, Redeemed! 5

Sinners That Need A Savior

On the sixth day of creation, God looked at everything that he had made and said
it was “very good” (Genesis 1:31). By Genesis 6:5, it Is recorded that God saw how
great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every
inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. About
mankind, scriptures say all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans
3:23); there is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands;
and there is no one who seeks God (Romans 3:10-11). How did we get this way?

Romans 5:12 explains that through one man (Adam), sin entered the world, and
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned. God tells us
what is right, what is wrong, and how we are to live (commandments or laws). We
sin when we disobey a law of God, rebel against, and dishonor Him (1 John 3:4).
We sin when we fail to do what we have been commanded to do and when we do
what we have been commanded not to do.

The backstory of how man went from being “good” to being “wicked” (the “fall of
man”) is described in Genesis 3. God’s command to Adam was, “You may surely
eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” Satan, in the form
of a serpent, deceived Eve, and she ate from the forbidden tree. She gave some to
Adam, and he also ate of it. Because of their disobedience, they suffered
consequences as God had forewarned.

They lost their innocence, God cursed them, cursed the ground, and drove them
out of Eden. They died spiritually (separated from God), and they also began to die
physically (Genesis 3:19). Adam and Eve, the foreparents of mankind, passed their
sinful nature to their offspring. Everyone is born spiritually dead and with an
inclination to sin, and each of us commits and is guilty of our own sin (1 John 1:9).

We are all sinners from birth. God has declared that the wages of sin are death
(Romans 6:23), and we were destined to die physically and then spend eternity
separated from God. However, the “good news” is that God has provided a savior,
Jesus Christ. Through faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection as payment for our sin
debt, our relationship with God can be restored, and we will become spiritually alive
(born again). We will receive a new nature, and the Holy Spirit of God will come to
live within us.

Romans 5:18-19 sums it up: Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in
condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act resulted in justification and
life for all people. For just as through the disobedience of the one man (Adam) the
many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man (Jesus)
the many will be made righteous!

We are all sinners in need of a Savior, and Christ has come to bring forgiveness of
our sins and everlasting life in God’s presence. During these turbulent times, will
you embrace Jesus’ sacrificial gift if you have not done so? If you have been born
again, will you let His grace move you to share His hope with others?

Cornette Cole
DOHM, Prayer & Care Coordinator

Our Savior
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Living a Lifestyle of Thanksgiving

Many times, when we think about Thanksgiving, we picture a traditional holiday when
family and friends come together and enjoy each other’s company and share good food.
However, as a believer, we know that it is more than just a traditional day of giving
thanks. It is a heartfelt posture of gratitude toward God for His unfailing love, provision,
and faithfulness.

Scripture reminds us in Psalm 107:1 to “give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His
mercy endures forever,” emphasizing that true thanksgiving begins with acknowledging
God as the source of every blessing. Throughout the Bible, God’s people paused to
remember His goodness, whether through sacrifices, prayers, or songs of praise. In the
New Testament, believers are encouraged to “give thanks in all circumstances” (1
Thessalonians 5:18), not just when life is easy, but as an act of faith and trust in God.
Therefore, Thanksgiving is not merely a tradition; it is an expression of worship, humility,
and joyful recognition that every good gift comes from above.

Here are five clear examples from the Bible of people expressing thanksgiving toward
God:

1. King David through Psalms of Praise — David wrote many psalms overflowing
with gratitude, such as Psalm 100 and Psalm 103, where he called all people to
“enter His gates with thanksgiving.” His songs were acts of worship, publicly
declaring God’s goodness.

2. The Israelites’ Offering After Crossing the Red Sea (Exodus 15) — After God
rescued them from Pharaoh, Moses and Miriam led the people in a song of
thanksgiving and celebration, praising God for His deliverance.

3. Hannah’s Prayer After Receiving Samuel (1 Samuel 2:1-10) — After God
answered her prayer for a child, Hannah did not forget Him. She returned to the
temple to dedicate Samuel to the Lord and offered a powerful prayer of
thanksgiving.

4. Daniel Giving Thanks Despite Danger (Daniel 6:10) — Even when it became
illegal to pray, Daniel continued kneeling before God three times a day, giving
thanks as he always had, showing gratitude even in trials.

5. Jesus Giving Thanks Before Miracles and Meals (John 6:11; Matthew 26:26-
27) — Before feeding the 5,000 and even before the Last Supper, Jesus paused to
give thanks to the Father, modeling gratitude in both abundance and sacrifice.

These biblical examples show that thanksgiving was not just spoken, it was sung, lived,
offered, and demonstrated through obedience. This year, encourage your family and
friends to move beyond just one day of tradition and embrace a daily lifestyle of gratitude
and thankfulness to GOD.

DOMM, Treaturer LIVE A
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ACTS 5:29 KV

Then Peter and the
other apostles
answered and said, We
ought to obey God
rather than men.

What is the Agag in your life?

As a preliminary to the time of Esther, God issued an assignment. Samuel called King Saul and
gave him the word of the Lord. "Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have,
and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep,
camel and donkey." Agag was king of the Amalekites. Saul rewrote the assignment and added
a conditional clause. Be mindful that it is not you when God asks something of you. Partial
disobedience is disobedience. Saul told Samuel and himself that he did as the Lord asked.
However, in his declaration was a "but".

Definition of the word but: used to introduce a phrase or clause contrasting with what has already
been mentioned, an argument against something; an objection. Do we sometimes think we know
better than God? When Moses was asked to be the spokesperson and objected, he did so at
the time of the assignment. | like to say the time to confer with God about your assignment is
when you are given the assignment, not to go off and do something else other than what was
given and accepted. It also doesn't mean you don't still get the assignment. In Moses' case, God
modified the assignment slightly, allowing Aaron to speak to the people.

However, in Saul's case, God spoke, and Saul was expected to carry it out. The word utterly
means everything, all, nothing left, but the people took their eyes off the task and started
examining the condition of the spoils. Saul let this happen. There was another biblical character
caught looking at a tree and thinking how good the fruit looked, disobeying God's word, and took
the fruit. Disobeying the word of God can have long-term consequences that will extend across
generations.

There is a danger to us when we allow ourselves to think that we need to evaluate the situation
ourselves and begin to consider compromise. Be careful, this is not like giving eight percent of
your income and calling it your tithe. The Lord has defined what the tithe is; Deuteronomy 14:22-
23, don't change the definition. There is a scripture that encourages us not to be lukewarm; we
should be all-in. Be either cold or hot; anything else and God discards.

In Saul's case, his disobedience was discovered, and he suffered the consequences. That day,
the rule over the kingdom was torn away from him. Why do we think we have a better idea than
the God idea handed to us? We begin to create a plan for a future we may not even know we
will have, based on what we see or understand at the moment. Saul also blamed the people,
saying, "They brought back, for a sacrifice unto the Lord." | wonder if that was really what they
were thinking when they were picking through the findings.

From this scripture in 1 Samuel, we find the verse "Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice." Saul
confessed that he had listened to people rather than the word of the Lord. We must never forget
that we are on one level and God is just on another. We cannot deal with Him and His word like
any person we talk with; He is not like a man. God speaks and acts, He promises and fuffills.
Esther had to face the Agagite again because the one called to remove them rejected the word
of the Lord.

What is the Agag in your life? What has God called you to and you have yet to do? Is it things,
people, your career, your definition of success, sought-after treasures or trophies, personal
desires, or time-consuming fruitless activities? It is not only costing you, but those who come
behind you. Utterly destroy the Agag, so it doesn't cut off your blessings or the ones you want to
leave your children. See for yourself and those you are not aware of, that God can help you
overcome the Agag in your life, so that history does not repeat itself in this fight, whatever it may
be. It's not too late.

Constance Lowe
DOHM, Technical Advisor Do not love the world nol
dnyone loye: W
him. For all tha
the'lust'c [
from the Father, but is from the world. The world'is*
passing away. and also its lusts; but the one who does

the will of God lives forever.

)
14ohn 21597
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Romans Road: The Hope of Knowing Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior

True hope is not found in possessions, success, or even people; it is found in
Jesus Christ alone. He forgives our sins, gives peace and purpose for today,
and promises eternal life for tomorrow. Because He died and rose again, our
hope is living, lasting, and secure.

If you do not yet know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, this is your opportunity
to begin a personal relationship with God. You can start by taking a walk down
the Romans Road (see the bookmark on the right, which guides you through
acknowledging your sins, recognizing your need for salvation, believing in
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, confessing that belief, and calling upon His
name). Take this step in faith, repentance, and surrender to receive God’s gift
of eternal life and reconciliation

After you have walked down the Romans Road and meditated on the related
scriptures, recite the prayer below. It is not just merely reciting the words in this
prayer that will save you, but rather it should be a genuine heart transformation
and repentance that will lead to salvation (being saved).

Dear Lord God, | come to You today, knowing that | need Your
forgiveness. | confess that | have sinned and fallen short of Your glory. |
do believe that Jesus Christ is Your Son, that He died on the cross for
my sins, and that You raised Him from the dead so that | could be saved
and have eternal life. Lord, | ask You to forgive me. Wash me clean and
make me new. | open the door of my heart and invite You in. Be my Lord
and Savior. | surrender my life to You today. Thank You for saving me,
and for giving me the gift of eternal life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

As you continue to mature in your relationship with Jesus, deepening your faith
will come by hearing the word of God, prayer, meditation, bible study, and
connecting with a church where you can continue on your spiritual journey.

Welcome to the Family of God!

Romans Road

The Problem:
For all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of
God. Romans 3:23

The Consequences:
For the wages of sin is
death, but the free gift
of God is eternal life
through Christ Jesus
our Lord. Romans 6:23

The Solution:
But God showed His
great love for us by
sending Christ to die for
us while we were still
sinners. Romans 5:8

The Declaration:
If you openly declare
that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart
that God raised him
from the dead, you will
be saved. For it is by
believing in your heart
that you are made right
with God, and it is by
openly declaring your
faith that you are
saved. Romans 10:9-
10

The Assurance:
For everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord
will be saved. Romans
10:13

So now there is no
condemnation for those
who belong to Christ
Jesus. Romans 8:1

I —

1

Your personal bookmark:
Pathway to Salvation

I The Result:
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In the

% .
Spotlight

Nikki Pearson

Teaching and preaching the WORD of God that provokes hope,
ignites faith, and empowers and propels women to living a breakthrough life.

We are honored this month to shine the spotlight on Reverend Nikki Pearson,
affectionately known as Reverend Nikki. She is a devoted servant of God whose ministry
impact lives near and far. An ordained minister, Reverend Nikki serves at the First
Baptist Church of Glenarden, International in Maryland as an Associate Pastor, Bible
Institute Instructor, and Group Facilitator for the Women's Focus Study Groups. She is
a well-known psalmist and speaker for women's conferences, retreats, workshops,
women's day services, and auxiliary group events.

Earlier this year, Reverend Nikki delivered a powerful message at the Daughters of Hope
Ministry, Tea, "Don't Forget The Qil." The Tea was inspired by Matthew 25:1-13 which
tells about the Parable of the Ten Virgins who were expecting to go out to meet the
bridegroom to attend a wedding. The bridegroom was delayed until late into the night, and they all had oil lamps;
five were wise (had oil in their lamps) and five were foolish (had no oil in their lamps). Reverend Nikki's message
at the Tea, entitled "Do You Have The Oil," stirred hearts and left a lasting imprint on all who attended. With
passion and conviction, she challenged us to live with a fresh hunger for God's presence. She reminded us that
it is not enough to simply know about God, but we are called to be filled with the anointing and the oil of the Holy
Spirit, being prepared for Christ's return. She spoke of the oil as a symbol of God's empowerment, consecration,
and sustaining grace. Without it, we risk running dry; but with it, we carry the fire, the strength, and the authority
to impact others around us so that they, too, are ready when Christ returns.

Reverend Nikki is also an accomplished author. She believes every woman can live a meaningful v

life free of long-term problems caused by past issues, hurts, and disappointments. She knows | suesxcrieoien
this happens through hearing, believing, speaking, and acting on the Word of God (Mark 5:34). s Une
Her book, "Your BREAKTHROUGH Is Up To You," will lead you to where breakthroughs happen.

As stated in the book's Forward, "read it and then reread it. You will laugh; you will cry, but most
of all, you will be inspired." The path is already set. Grab the principles and promises shared in
this book. Believe them, act on them, and they will guide you to your breakthrough. It's Up to You!
Get your copy now at: https://www.amazon.com/dp/0692920609.

As a passionate communicator, Reverend Nikki empowers women to walk boldly in their God-given identity and
purpose. Her ministry is marked by authenticity, joy, and a deep desire for women to experience transformation
and freedom in Christ. Her life and ministry remind us of the scripture (Esther 4:14) and theme (“For Such A
Time As This”) for the upcoming 2026 DOHM Women's Retreat, and we celebrate Reverend Nikki’s obedience
to God's call and the hope she continues to inspire in the body of Christ.

Are you looking for a powerful voice for your next women’s event? Reverend Nikki would be honored to be that
voice. Whether preaching, teaching, presiding, or Mistress of Ceremony, she will inspire your audience with a
message of hope, encouragement, and spiritual renewal.

Nikki Pearson Ministries
Tel: 301-318-4396
reverendnikki@gmail.com
nikkipearson@live.com

For more information on Reverend Nikki, please visit her website at: Get to know Nikki | reverendnikki
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YR kil

During this season of thankfulness, we are reminded of Esther 4:14, “for such a time as this,” where we,
too, have been placed by God right where we are with purpose, and we are thankful for His love,
provision, and calling. Let us enter this season with hearts of gratitude, voices of praise, and hands
willing to serve, knowing that God has entrusted us for such a time as this to make a difference for His
Kingdom. From our family to yours, let us live with gratitude, not only during this season, but at all times.

One day of Thanksgiving, but a lifetime of Thankfulness!

UPCOMING

EVENTS

e DOHM 2026 Women'’s Retreat, “For Such A Time As This” - March 5-7, 2026, Harrisonburg, VA. Register now at
www.daughtersofhope.org.

o Entrepreneur Event, “Bring Up the Treasure That Is Within You” (Date To Be Determined)

e Open Forum — (Title and Date To Be Determined)

The DOHM stand together offering support and strength through prayer. We believe in the
: . power of collective prayer to uplift and comfort one another. If you have an individual specific

PRAYER request that you would like us to pray over, please submit your request on our website at
REQUESTS www.daughtersofhope.org or by email at daugthersohope@aol.com. Whether it is a personal
struggle or a loved one in need, your prayer requests are welcomed and valued. Rest assured
that your requests will be held in confidentially and treated with respect.

The DOHM is a 501(c)(3) organization. Your tax-deductible contributions are welcomed to
support us in Helping Oppressed People Everywhere, to build up the spirit, soul, and body.
Thanks to those who continue to donate, your generosity is very much appreciated.
Donations can be made via PayPal, credit cards, and checks that can be mailed to the
Daughters of Hope Ministry, P.O. Box 583, Glenn Dale, MD 20769. Year-end tax statements
will be provided.

DONATE

NOW

Daughters of Hope Ministry

P.O. Box 583, Glenn Dale, Maryland 20769
443-422-DOHM (3646)
www.daughtersofhope.org
daughtersohope@aol.com

Twitter: @dohmG62

Mission: To equip women to overcome life challenges and find God’s purpose and fulfillment through prayer, teaching, and
mentoring relationships.

Vision: Daughters of Hope Ministry is called to lead women to /ards spiritual, emotional and physical wholeness through
the application of biblical principles to their lives. ’

Scripture:

e Zechariah 2:10 — “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! For behold, | am coming, and | will dwell in your midst”, says
the Lord.”

o Galatians 6:2 — “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
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